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The Lure of the Mississippi. By Dietrich Lange. (Boston, 
Lothrop, Lee, and Shepard, 1917. [2], 268 p. Illustrated.) 
The place long occupied by the novel in the field of historical 
writing has in recent years broadened out to include juvenile 
story books in which the plot centers about some actual events. 
Among the writers contributing to this development is Dietrich 
Lange, who finds in the history of the Mississippi Valley a store- 
house from which he has drawn materials for a series of boys' 
stories of adventure. In his latest book, The Lure of the 
Mississippi, he uses the circumstances of the Indian uprising of 
1862 and Civil War conditions on the lower Mississippi to furnish 
the background for a narrative of two southern boys, who nar- 
rowly escape from the Sioux Indians only to undertake a long 
and adventuresome trip to their home in the beseiged city of 
Vicksburg. The author reconstructs for his young readers the 
life of frontier days and, also, weaves into his narrative bits of 
wood lore that add to the interest as well as to the value of the 
book. J. S. 



